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Chinese Starter Kit

Your first 30 minutes with Mandarin — free forever.

Pinyin & Tones [ 20 Essential Phrases [1 First 10 Characters [ Numbers

How to use this kit

Mandarin is simpler than it looks: no verb conjugation, no gender, no plural forms, no alphabet to memorize —
pinyin tells you how to say every word. Spend 10 minutes on tones, 10 minutes on the 20 phrases, and 10 minutes

on characters. Then gosay Ni  ha o to someone. That's how it starts.



1[0 The Four Tones L1 [ [ [

Every Mandarin syllable carries one of four tones. Same letters, different tone, different word. Say them like this:

1st (high) High and flat — like singing a note O mother
2nd (rising) ma Rising — like asking 'what?' O hemp
3rd (dipping) ma Down, then up — like a sigh of doubt O horse
4th (falling) ma Sharp falling — like a firm 'no!" 0 toscold

Plus a light neutral tone (ma, no mark) used in particles like ' ma (question marker).



2 [0 Pinyinin5 Minutes (1 [ [ [

Pinyin is Mandarin written in Latin letters. Most letters sound close to English — watch out for these exceptions:

q 'ch'in cheese

X 'sh* but softer

zh I"in jump

c 'ts" in cats

z 'ds" in beds

r like 's" in measure

a lips rounded, say 'ee'

gl (O)—torise

xié (0)—thank

zho ng (O ) — middle

ca i (0 ) —food/vegetable
za o(0)—early

ré n(0)— person

I (O)—green

Every syllable = initial (consonant) + final (vowel). Example: h-a o, x-ié¢ , zh-0 ng.



3 [0 20 Essential Phrases [1 [1 [ [ [

T

HEN

god

HEN

god

ggo

god

HEN

o/00

ggo

goodooog

ggo

goodooog

gooo

good

goood

goodooog

gooo

g

ggo

god

Ni ha o

Za oshangha o

Xie xie

Bu ke qi

Dui buqgi

Mé igua nxi

Za ijia n

Shi /BU shi

W9 jia o

NI jida oshé nmemi ngzi?
W3 bu do ng

NI hui shudo YT ngwé nma?
Dub shao gia n?

Ta igui le!

Pia nyiyi dia nba

We ishé ngjia nza ina i ?

WO ya ozhé ge

Hello

Good morning

Thank you

You're welcome

Sorry / excuse me

It's okay / no problem
Goodbye

Yes (is) / no (is not)
My name is[]

What's your name?

I don't understand

Do you speak English?
How much is it?

Too expensive!

Can you make it cheaper?
Where is the restroom?
I want this one

Check, please
Delicious!

Cheers!



4 1 Your First 10 Characters [1 O I [ [ [0 O

Characters are not random — many are drawings. Learn these ten and you'll start seeing them everywhere, inside
bigger characters.

person Two strokes leaning on each other — a walking person
O ké u mouth / opening A simple box — an open mouth
O r sun / day The sun with a dot (now a line) inside
O yue moon / month A crescent moon
O sha n mountain Three peaks — the middle one tallest
O shut water A flowing stream with splashes
O huo fire Flames rising from a person-shaped base
O mu tree / wood A tree: trunk, branches, roots
O XT n heart The heart with its chambers
O shd u hand Fingers on a palm

Tryit: O (tree) + O =0 (forest). O + 0O =0 (to follow). Characters are Lego.



50 Numbers [1 [

I R

1

2

10
100

1,000

Build any number: 11 =0 [0 (ten-one), 25 =01 O O (two-ten-five), 368 = [0 [1 [ [ [ . Now you can hear any
price — try 00 O [J ? on your next trip.

Keep going — free

This kit is the first step. Free forever at thechinesepath.com: the Learn Chinese portal, culture deep-dives (food,
festivals, calligraphy), daily flashcards and a 2-minute level check. When you're ready for 500 real-world Chinese

O

O

vl

ba i

gia n

phrases across 12 scenarios — travel, food, business, culture — the 500 Chinese Phrases pack is $9.90.

The ChinesePath0 OO0 OO 0O OO O O thechinesepath.com O hello@thechinesepath.com



